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1. I am Dekanawidah and with the Five Nations' Confederate Lords I plant the Tree
of Great Peace. I plant it in your territory, Adodarhoh, and the Onondaga
Nation, in the territory of you who are Firekeepers. I name the tree the Tree of the
Great Long Leaves. Under the shade of this Tree of the Great Peace we spread
the soft white feathery down of the globe thistle as seats for you, Adodarhoh,
and your cousin Lords.
19. If at any time it shall be manifest that a Confederate Lord has not in mind the
welfare of the people or disobeys the rules of this Great Law, the men or
women of the Confederacy, or both jointly, shall come to the Council and
upbraid the erring Lord through his War Chief. If the complaint of the people
through the War Chief is not heeded the first time it shall be uttered again and
then if no attention is given a third complaint and warning shall be given. If the
Lord is contumacious the matter shall go to the council of War Chiefs. The War
Chiefs shall then divest the erring Lord of his title by order of the women in
whom the title ship is vested. When the Lord is deposed the women shall notify
the Confederate Lords through their War Chief, and the Confederate Lords
shall sanction the act. The women will then select another of their sons as a
candidate and the Lords shall elect him. Then shall the chosen one be installed
by the Installation Ceremony. The War Chief shall then hand the title to a sister
family and he shall address it and say:
20. "Our mothers,

, listen attentively while I address you on a solemn and

important subject. I hereby transfer to you an ancient Lordship title for a great
calamity has befallen it in the hands of the family of a former Lord. We trust that
you, our mothers, will always guard it, and that you will warn your Lord always
to be dutiful and to advise his people to ever live in love, peace and harmony
that a great calamity may never happen again. “

24. The Lords of the Confederacy of the Five Nations shall be mentors of the
people for all time. The thickness of their skin shall be seven spans -- which is to
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say that they shall be proof against anger, offensive actions and criticism. Their
hearts shall be full of peace and good will and their minds filled with a yearning
for the welfare of the people of the Confederacy. With endless patience, they
shall carry out their duty and their firmness shall be tempered with a tenderness
for their people.
Neither anger nor fury shall find lodgment in their minds and all their words and
actions shall be marked by calm deliberation.
27. All Lords of the Five Nations Confederacy must be honest in all things. They must
not idle or gossip, but be men possessing those honorable qualities that make
true royaneh. It shall be a serious wrong for anyone to lead a Lord into trivial
affairs, for the people must ever hold their Lords high in estimation out of respect
to their honorable positions. When the pledge is furnished the Speaker of the
Council must . . . address the opposite side of the Council Fire and he shall
commence his address saying: "Now behold him. He has now become a
Confederate Lord. See how splendid he looks." An address may then follow. At
the end of it he shall send . . . shell strings to the opposite side and they shall be
received as evidence of the pledge. Then shall the opposite side say:
28. “We now do crown you with the sacred emblem of the deer's antlers, the
emblem of your Lordship. You shall now become a mentor of the people of the
Five Nations. The thickness of your skin shall be seven spans -- which is to say that
you shall be proof against anger, offensive actions and criticism. Your heart shall
be filled with peace and good will and your mind filled with a yearning for the
welfare of the people of the Confederacy. With endless patience you shall carry
out your duty and your firmness shall be tempered with tenderness for your
people. Neither anger nor fury shall find lodgment in your mind and all your
words and actions shall be marked with calm deliberation. In all of your
deliberations in the Confederate Council, in your efforts at law making, in all your
official acts, self-interest shall be cast into oblivion. Cast not over your shoulder
behind you the warnings of the nephews and nieces should they chide you for
any error or wrong you may do, but return to the way of the Great Law which is
just and right. Look and listen for the welfare of the whole people and have
always in view not only the present but also the coming generations, even those
whose faces are yet beneath the surface of the ground the unborn of the future
Nation.
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53. When the Royaneh women, holders of a Lordship title, select one of their sons as
a candidate, they shall select one who is trustworthy, of good character, of
honest disposition, one who manages his own affairs, supports his own family, if
any, and who has proven a faithful man to his Nation.
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