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Excerpts from the Constitution of the Iroquois 
Nations: Rights, Duties and Qualifications of Lords 

A bunch of a certain number of shell (wampum) strings each two spans in length shall be 

given to each of the female families in which the Lordship titles are vested. The right of 

bestowing the title shall be hereditary in the family of the females legally possessing the bunch 

of shell strings and the strings shall be the token that the females of the family have the 

proprietary right to the Lordship title for all time to come, subject to certain restrictions 

hereinafter mentioned. 

18. If any Confederate Lord neglects or refuses to attend the Confederate Council, the other 

Lords of the Nation of which he is a member shall require their War Chief to request the 

female sponsors of the Lord so guilty of defection to demand his attendance of the Council. If 

he refuses, the women holding the title shall immediately select another candidate for the 

title. 

19. If at any time it shall be manifest that a Confederate Lord has not in mind the welfare of 

the people or disobeys the rules of this Great Law, the men or women of the Confederacy, or 

both jointly, shall come to the Council and upbraid the erring Lord through his War Chief. If 

the complaint of the people through the War Chief is not heeded the first time it shall be 

uttered again and then if no attention is given a third complaint and warning shall be given. If 

the Lord is contumacious (stubbornly disobedient) the matter shall go to the council of War 

Chiefs. The War Chiefs shall then divest the erring Lord of his title by order of the women in 

whom the titleship is vested. When the Lord is deposed the women shall notify the 

Confederate Lords through their War Chief, and the Confederate Lords shall sanction the act. 

The women will then select another of their sons as a candidate and the Lords shall elect him. 

Then shall the chosen one be installed by the Installation Ceremony. 

23. Any Lord of the Five Nations Confederacy may construct shell strings (or wampum belts) 

of any size or length as pledges or records of matters of national or international importance. 

When it is necessary to dispatch a shell string by a War Chief or other messenger as the token 

of a summons, the messenger shall recite the contents of the string to the party to whom it is 

sent. That party shall repeat the message and return the shell string and if there has been a 

summons he shall make ready for the journey. 

24. The Lords of the Confederacy of the Five Nations shall be mentors of the people for all 

time. The thickness of their skin shall be seven spans -- which is to say that they shall be proof 

against anger, offensive actions and criticism. Their hearts shall be full of peace and good 

will and their minds filled with a yearning for the welfare of the people of the Confederacy. 
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With endless patience they shall carry out their duty and their firmness shall be tempered with 

a tenderness for their people. Neither anger nor fury shall find lodgement in their minds and 

all their words and actions shall be marked by calm deliberation. 

26. It shall be the duty of all of the Five Nations Confederate Lords, from time to time as 

occasion demands, to act as mentors and spiritual guides of their people and remind them of 

their Creator's will and words. 

27. All Lords of the Five Nations Confederacy must be honest in all things. They must not idle 

or gossip, but be men possessing those honorable qualities that make true royaneh (nobles). 

It shall be a serious wrong for anyone to lead a Lord into trivial affairs, for the people must 

ever hold their Lords high in estimation out of respect to their honorable positions. 
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