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Pertinent Government Documents 

Article II of the Constitution of the United States 

Section 2 Powers of the President 

Clause 1. Military powers;Cabinet; pardons 

The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and the Navy 

of the United States, and of the militia of the several states, when called 

into the actual service of the United States. He may require the opinion, 

in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments, 

upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices, and he 

shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against the 

United States, except in cases of impeachment. 

Clause 2. Diplomatic powers;appointments 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 

to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the senators present concur; and 

he shall nominate and, by and with the advise and consent of the Senate, 

shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of 

the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States, whose 

appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 

established by law; but the Congress may by law vest the appointment 

of such inferior officers as they think proper in the President alone, in 

the courts of law, or in the heads of departments. 

  

The Declaration of Independence 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 

they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure 

these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed, that whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends it is the Right of the People 

to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation 

on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 

seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
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