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Philanthropy Responds to the Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic was a global health crisis that began in late 2019, shut down most of the 

world in 2020, and impacted life for everyone in the next several years.  

 

The rapid spread of the virus led to overwhelmed healthcare systems, significant loss of life, and 

widespread economic and social disruptions. The way we meet, shop, and conduct business 

changed permanently. Children of all ages were affected by isolation, fear, and loss of community 

interaction. Families continue to feel the effects on learning and mental health.  

 

The crisis revealed deep inequities in education, access to healthcare, and attitudes about race and 

economic status. Families with fewer resources didn’t have the technology needed for their children 

to attend virtual school. Frontline workers put themselves in harm’s way, exposing themselves to the 

virus to go to work or losing their jobs because, unlike office workers, they couldn’t make a living 

from home. People of color and people earning lower incomes got the virus or died at higher rates. 

In the summer of 2020, critical events changed the way we talk about race and equity.  

 

In addition to government efforts, philanthropy played a crucial role in responding to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Philanthropic organizations - nonprofits and foundations - and individuals responded to 

the crisis with resources, time, and strong voices of advocacy. People and organizations contributed 

funds to research efforts for vaccines and treatments, provided financial aid to struggling families, 

donated medical supplies to healthcare facilities, and supported frontline workers with essential 

resources. Many philanthropic organizations put equity in the center of their work and grantmaking. 

 

Neighbors supported neighbors with encouragement and volunteerism, using extreme creativity to 

help from a “social distance.” People acted to address the social and mental health challenges of the 

pandemic. Additionally, philanthropy played a significant role in disseminating accurate information 

about the virus and promoting public health measures. 
 

Overall, the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated the importance of a coordinated response from 

both governments and philanthropic organizations in addressing emergencies of this scale. It 

underscored the need for collaboration and community support to overcome the challenges 

presented by a global crisis. 

 


